
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 5, 2013 MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF 
THE TOWN OF POUND RIDGE AND PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD AT THE TOWN 
HOUSE, 179 WESTCHESTER AVENUE, POUND RIDGE, N.Y., COMMENCING AT 
8:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: SUPERVISOR GARY WARSHAUER; COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

DANIEL PASCHKES, RICHARD LYMAN, PETER FALCO AND ALI 
BOAK 

 
ALSO PRESENT: TOWN CLERK, JOANNE PACE 
  DEPUTY SUPERVISOR, JONATHAN POWERS 
 
    
CALL TO ORDER:  Supervisor Warshauer called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. 
 
CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: To consider overriding the New York State imposed Tax Cap 
for the 2014 Town Budget 
 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilman Lyman, seconded by Councilwoman Boak, all 
voting aye to open the Public Hearing to consider overriding the New York State 
imposed Tax Cap for the 2014 Town Budget. 
 
Supervisor Warshauer read the draft local law that basically outlined the determination of 
the Town Board of the Town of Pound Ridge that the property tax cap enacted in 2011 by 
the State Legislature is unfair to the residents of the Town of Pound Ridge and Pound 
Ridge Parking District #1 and would severely curtail the ability of the Town to provide 
necessary services to the residents and businesses. Record shows that there were no 
comments from the audience on this subject but Councilman Paschkes felt is was worth 
noting that the Open Space Conservation levy, which was approved by our residents and 
is kicking in to a greater extend this year than the last couple of years, in and of itself, 
pretty much necessitates that we legislatively override the tax cap.  He feels it points yet 
again to how unrealistic and unreasonable the tax cap is and how it bears no connection 
to what responsible Town financial contrls or good government is trying to achieve.  It 
continues to cause annual upset unnecessarily.  Supervisor Warshauer noted that the way 
the legislation is written, it follows the CPI, so the 2% tax cap is actually 1.66%.   
 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilman Paschkes, seconded by Councilman Falco, all 
voting aye to close the Public Hearing to consider overriding the New York State 
imposed Tax Cap for the 2014 Town Budget. 
 
RESOLUTION #:   218-13 
 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilman Lyman, seconded by Councilman Falco, all 
voting aye on the following: 
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby adopts Local Law 5 of 2013 overriding 
the New York State imposed Tax Cap for the 2014 Town Budget as presented to 
the Town Board. 

 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: To consider adoption of the 2014 Town Budget 
 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilman Lyman, seconded by Councilwoman Boak, all 
voting aye to open the Public Hearing to consider adoption of the 2014 Town Budget. 
 
Steve Conti, Director of Finance, reviewed the highlights of the 2014 Town Budget as 
follows:  the appropriations are $7,395,695 million and revenues of $2,309,000 million. 
Tax Levy equals $5,041,695. The Tax Levy resulted in a 1.90% increase from General 
and Highway and a 3.77% tax increase including Land Reserve. The Town appropriated 
Fund Balance is $45,000. Highlights of the 2014 Budget is detailed below:    
 

General Fund appropriations -   $5,506,568 
Highway Fund appropriations - $1,889,127 
Land Reserve appropriations -   $    92,326 
Total Proposed Town Budget     $7,488,021, of which we have revenues of 

$2,089,000 and Fund Balance of $0; which leaves the Town $5,134,020 to be raised by 
taxes.  The tax rate for 2013 was 13.3971 and is 13.6519 for 2014.    
The 2014 Budget Highlights are as follows: 
 
GENERAL & HIGHWAY FUNDS COMBINED: 
Appropriations Increased  =  2.27% ($158,746) 
Estimated Revenues Increase = 2.04% ($44,600) 
Appropriated Fund Balance Decrease =  100% (-$330,000) 
Taxable Value Decrease (Town-Wide Assessments) = -.30% (-$13,326) 
Taxable Increase over 2012 Adopted Budget  = 3.40% ($167,020) 
Tax Increase from Operations after change in Taxable Value = 3.70% 
APPROPRIATIONS: 
Repayment of Bonds = $150,150 
Repayment of BAN’s = $52,900 
Health Insurance = $955,000 
NYS Retirement= $430,000 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS: 
Road Maintenance   - $200,000 
New Truck for Highway Department - $120,000 
New Police Vehicle =$50,000 
Technology Improvements = $50,000 
 
Record shows that there weren’t any comments from the audience or Town Board on the 
2014 Budget. Steve Conti explained that health rates are actually coming down and the 
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Town does not have a deficit in 2014.  He also mentioned that the NYS Retirement Fund 
rates for 2014-2015 are coming down slightly.  Our Town debt that includes road 
maintenance is also decreasing in 2014.  The Town will be upgrading our servers and 
supplying WiFi for the Town Park in 2014 and there will also be some OEM projects.   
 
The Parking District Budget shows 0% increase.  It is basically the same as 2013 with the 
real property taxes being $41,300.00 and Capital Improvements being budgeted for 
$15,000.00 and maintenance and repairs being budgeted at $15,000.00. 
 
Councilman Paschkes commented that overall this is a reasonable budget but there are 
significant variances between positions and departments and the Town Board has not 
reviewed this on an objective basis consistently. He feels that it should be reviewed more 
thoroughly within the Town and comparison to like communities.  He would hope in the 
coming year that the Town Board will take a look at those issues and try to bring a more 
rational approach to how they address them.  Overall, it is a reasonable budget and in the 
best interest of the Town and he will support it.    
 
Councilman Lyman thanked Steve Conti, Director of Finance, for a great job with the 
2014 budget. 
 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilwoman Boak, seconded by Councilman Falco, all 
voting aye to close the Public Hearing to consider adoption of the 2014 Budget. 
 
RESOLUTION #:  219-13 
 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilman Falco, seconded by Councilman Lyman, the 
Board polled and motion passing 5-0 on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby adopts the 2014 Town Budget and 
Parking District Budget as presented. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• To consider the Agreement with the Town Auditors, O’Connor Davies, LLP 
 
O’Connor Davies, Town’s Auditors, sent an agreement to the Town Board with their 
terms and objectives of auditing the Town’s financial statements of governmental 
activities for the years ended December 31, 2013 through and including 2017.  They are 
willing to hold the same annual rate for the years 2013, 2014 and 2015 and have a 
moderate increase for the years 2016 and 2017.  The Town Board feels that they have 
done an excellent job and we should continue to retain them.   
 
RESOLUTION #:  220-13 
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Board Action:  Motion by Councilman Paschkes, seconded by Councilman Falco, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approve the agreement of services and 
terms described in the agreement from O’Connor Davies, LLP for the five year 
contract including years 2013 through 2017 and authorizes Supervisor Warshauer 
to sign and execute the agreement.   

 
• Police Department-requesting approval for two officers to attend the 

armorer certification course 
 
RESOLUTION : 221-13 
 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilman Lyman, seconded by Councilman Paschkes, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the request from Chief David 
Ryan to sent Police Officer Anthony DiBernardino and Sgt. Tom Mulcahy to the 
Sig Sauer Armorer certification course on January 9, 2014 in New Hampshire.  
The collective cost to attend including overnight lodging for one night will not 
exceed $600 and is in the 2014 budget.  

 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Joanne Pace 
Dated at Pound Ridge, New York 
December 6, 2013 
  
 
 

 
 

  


